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of the house of representatives is two years.
The legislature convenes biennially at
Juneau, the capital, on the first Monday in
March in odd years, and the length of the
session is limited to sixty days, but the
governor is empowered to call a special ses-
sion, which shall not continue longer than
fifteen days. Elections for members of the
legislature are held every two years on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November of each even year.
The judicial power of the Territory is
vested in the United States District Court
for Alaska and in probate, juvenile, and
justices7 courts. The district court is divided
into four divisions, each presided over by a
judge appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
for a term of four years. It has the same
jurisdiction as district courts of the United
States, and in addition either appellate or
original jurisdiction in all criminal actions
and civil causes when the amount in con-
troversy does not exceed $50, arising under
the acts of Congress locally applicable to the
territory and the acts passed by the
Territorial legislature. The probate, juve-
nile, and justices' courts are located in con-
venient precincts designated in each judicial
division by the United States judges. They
are presided over by United States com-
missioners, who are appointed by the United
States judges, and who act as United States
commissioners, judges of the probate and
juvenile courts and ex offieio justices of the
peace. These courts have limited original
jurisdiction in probate and minor civil and
criminal matters arising under the Federal
statutes applicable to the Territory and its
Territorial laws.
Natives. The native inhabitants include
three races: the Eskimos, who occupy the
country north of the Yukon; the Athabaskan
Indians, who inhabit the mountainous re-
gions in the eastern portion of the valley of
the Yukon and southward as far as Cook's
Inlet, and the Aleuts, who occupy the Aleu-
tian Islands. In 1935 the native population
numbered about 30,000, nearly all Eskimo.
History, The peninsula and islands of
Alaska were first explored by a Dane, Vitus
Bering, in the employ of Russia, in 1740.
The first settlement was made on Kadiak
Island in 1784, and fifteen years later, with
the organization of the Russian-American
Ptu Company, a vigorous trade and nais-
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sionary policy was adopted in the region;
but the inhospitable climate led to serious
financial losses, and Eussia ceded the terri-
tory to the United States in 1867 for $7,200,-
000. In 1900 it became a judicial and civil
district under the control of Congress. On
August 24, 1912, Alaska was organized as a
territory by act of Congress, and the legis-
lature met for its first session in March, 1913.
Two important international controversies
have arisen in conection with Alaska within
recent years; one, the control of the seal fish-
eries, the other, the boundary between Can-
ada and Alaska. The former was based upon
the claim of the United States that Bering
Sea was a closed sea, subject to the control
of Eussia and the United States, and that
unlicensed fishermen should not kill seals,
even outside the three-mile boundary. The
claim was referred to a commission, which
decided against this contention, but also
favored such restrictions on the killing of
seals as would save the industry. The boun-
dary controversy arose over the interpreta-
tion of a treaty between Russia and Great
Britain, which specified that the boundary
should follow the windings of the coast and
should be fixed ten marine leagues inland.
Was the line to be ten leagues inland from
the coast of the outer islands, or from the
coast of the mainland ? The question was of
little importance until the discovery of gold
in the so-called Klondike region in this dis-
puted territory. After several attempts to
adjust the difficulty by negotiation, the ques-
tion was referred to a commission of rep-
resentatives of the United States and Great
Britain. The decision was rendered in Octo-
ber 1903, and was substantially in favor of
the American claim. In 1935 a large colony
of farm families, who had lost their homes
in the north-central states through drought
and sand storms, were settled by the govern-
ment on farms at Matanuska, 36 miles north
of Anchorage.
Related Articles.	Consult the following
titles for additional information:
Admiralty Island	McKinley, Mount
Aleutian Islands	Muir Glacier
Bering- Sea	Nome
Eskimo	Pribilof Islands
Juneau	Sitka
Kadiak	TInalaska
Kuskokwim River	Yukon River
ALASKA-YUKON-PACIPIO EXPOSI-
TION, held in Seattle, Wash., from June 1
to October 16, 1909. The exposition
grounds, which were on a narrow peninsula
between Lake Washington and Lake Union,

